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Track II Sessions

This program is a combination of two weeks in the summer and monthly sessions during the school year.  Sessions for all grades are scheduled for Thursday evenings from 5 PM to 6 PM.

Catechists 
Catechists use their gifts and talents to help our parish children grow in our Catholic faith.  They are formed as Catechists (one who echoes’s God’s Word) and are certified by the Diocesan Office of Catechesis. Catechists are provided with materials to help them accomplish this important and awesome task of handing on the faith. 

Keeping with the United States Bishop’s charter Protecting All God’s Children, all catechists participate in criminal background checks and the special Virtus training program.

Fees

Annual fee is $75 per child.  This fee is due before the first session.  In the event a child loses his or her religion book, there is a $20 replacement fee.

Curriculum
“Catechesis is education in the faith of children, young people and adults which includes especially the teaching of Christian doctrine, with the purpose of initiating the hearers into the fullness of Christian life.   (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 5)”

The areas of catechesis are:  God, Sacraments, Church, Prayer/Worship, Moral Life and Scripture.

Our Religious Education program adheres to the Guidelines set by the Diocesan Office of Catechesis.

Texts used: 
We Believe published by William H. Sadlier

All texts are in conformity with the Catechism of the Catholic Church and in keeping with the spirit of the national Directory for Catechesis.   

Teaching Touching Safety Program
In keeping with the United States Bishop’s charter Protecting All God’s Children, the Teaching Touching Safety Program has been adopted by our Diocese.  Sessions are scheduled each year as required during the regular Religious Education program. 

Lived Faith opportunities are offered throughout the year to enable our children to live the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy.  These opportunities include mission outreach, food drives, clothing collection etc.

Sacramental Celebrations

First Reconciliation celebrates God’s loving forgiveness.   The experience of forgiveness is at the heart of the Gospel message.  Jesus came to show us the Father who is loving and forgiving.  This is the God whom we wish our children to meet in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  


First Reconciliation is celebrated during the month of January.
First Eucharist is an opportunity to introduce the children of our parish into a fuller participation in God’s family of which they are members through Baptism.  The faith community of Sacred Heart welcomes these children to the Table of the Lord, as they receive for the first time the Body and Blood of Jesus.   

First Eucharist celebrations take place during the Easter Season.  Families have the option of a Saturday group celebration or family celebration during a regular Sunday liturgy.  


Usually, our parish children are in the second grade when they celebrate these sacraments for the first time.  Family meetings are scheduled to help families fully prepare their children to celebrate these sacraments.

Confirmation is the celebration of God’s Spirit, during which our candidates affirm their Baptismal promises.  This sacrament is usually celebrated during the month of March; when our candidates are in eighth grade.  A Parent/Candidate meeting is scheduled early in the year to begin the immediate preparation.

Policies

Registration

Registration for new children is held during the spring months. Once a child is registered in our program there is no need to re-register.  However, each family is requested to complete the annual Religious Education Family Update form. 

Baptism certificates must be presented at the time of registration.
Attendance

Because of the intensity of this program daily attendance during the summer and monthly attendance during the school year is a requirement. There are no excuses or exceptions.  Poor attendance will deem a student ineligible for future participation in Track II. 

Arrival and Dismissal 

Children are expected to arrive on time and leave at the end of each session.  Early dismissal is unacceptable.  Incase of an emergency arrangements must be made with the Director.

Procedures 

Summer Session 

Grades 1 through 7
Arrival and Dismissal will take place in the auditorium. Sections of the auditorium will be designated for each class to gather daily for arrival and dismissal.  Families are expected to escort their child/ren to and from the auditorium. Parking directly in front of the auditorium is prohibited.
      
Grade 8 will report and be dismissed directly from class.  
Monthly Sessions                                                                                                       Grades 1 through 6
Students are to be escorted to and from their assigned classroom by a parent/guardian or designated adult (person over eighteen yrs of age.)                                      

Grades 7and 8 

 
Arrival:
Students are to report directly to their assigned classroom.                        Departure:
All students will remain in their assigned classroom until a parent/guardian or designated adult (person over eighteen yrs of age.) comes to the room and escorts them to their car.
Please note:  For safety reasons the doors of the building will be locked during each session.  If you need to enter the building please come to the front door (High Street Entrance) and ring the bell.  

Health Concerns and Special Needs

At registration, health, education, special needs and family concerns should be brought to the attention of the Director of Religious Education.
If a child is diagnosed with a medical condition after registration, please inform the Director as soon as possible.

Do to the fact that many children have food allergies, the Diocesan Office of Catechesis has recommended that food celebrations be eliminated from our catechetical sessions.  During the summer sessions each student may bring a small snack. Please do not send snacks to be shared.    Snacks are prohibited during the monthly sessions.

Child Abuse

New Jersey state law requires that any staff member having reason to suspect that a child is the subject of child abuse must immediately report the suspicion to DYFS. This law applies to all catechetical staff personal.

Discipline and Problem Situations
All students are expected to share in the faith learning experiences of the parish program.  If a child’s behavior disrupts the learning process for him/herself or others, the steps listed below will be followed to ensure that group participation may continue.
1. At the first incident the child will be reminded of expected behavior and the consequences of misbehavior.
2. After the second incident, the child will be sent to the director. 

3. If inappropriate behavior continues, the child’s parent/guardian will be contacted. The child will be allowed the opportunity to rejoin his/her group if an understanding can be reached as to how all involved may best continue to learn and grow in their faith. 

4. If the child’s behavior continues to disrupt the learning environment an individualized program will be arranged or the child will be dismissed from the program.

Dress Code

All students are to dress appropriately conveying respect for self and the place where we gather.  In general children are expected to follow the dress codes observed in our local township schools.



Clothing with words or graphics contrary to our Christian message is 

unacceptable.



Clothing exposing the midriff area as well as clothing that shows


excessive exposure of arms and legs is prohibited.  





Children are to wear shoes, sneakers or sandals.



For safety reasons flip-flops or Heelies (with or without the wheels) are 

prohibited.  



Students inappropriately dressed will be sent home. 

Expectations

To provide a positive faith centered environment families, students and staff need to

work together for the common mission of handing on our faith.  These are our

expectations of:

Parents/Guardians
Encourage their child/ren to attend Sunday Mass on a regular basis.

Ensure that their child/ren attend catechetical sessions regularly and on time.

Communicate any special needs or circumstances that may affect their child/ren in a group setting.

Be an active part of their children’s learning and be involved in the catechetical process.

Follow the procedures for arrival and dismissal.

Children

Behave in a Christian manner at all times showing respect and being cooperative with adults and other students.

Actively participate at Sunday Mass.

Attend catechetical sessions regularly and complete any assignments.

Actively participate in group activities and discussions.

Adherence to the dress code. 

Adherence to our code of conduct:

Respect for others and for other’s property.


Prepared for group sessions with books, pencils and assignments. 




Compliance with group’s rules and regulations.

Follow the procedures for arrival and dismissal.

Use of cell phones, electric items, games, toys etc. are 



prohibited.  

No use of tobacco, alcohol, or illegal drugs.

No weapons are permitted on premises.

Catechists

Provide a loving, Christian atmosphere within the learning environment so that children will be able to grow in their faith.

Prepare and teach the designated lessons.


Be a Christian role model.

Communicate regularly with and involve parents in the faith development of their child/ren.


Communication

We are here to serve the religious education needs of our families.  If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions please feel free to share them with your child’s catechist or call the Religious Education office. (609) 267 -6319.
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